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Great wall divides 
intelligence units 


Bv Tom Diaz 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


The U nited State s can’t properly 
identity international terrons^ 
"thr eats nc.r.ause ;i s intelligence d3tc- 
i? wi dely split amon p different agen_ 
i ^ps. a kev Senate aiae saidTester- 

kind of Chinese wall has been 
erected between [U.S.] foreign and 
domestic intelligence establish- 
ments” Angelo Codevilla. an aide to 
the Senate Intelligence Committee 
for seven years, told Washington 
Times editors and reporters. 

He also said that the Soviet Union 
mav be feeding false information to 
the United States in the form of data 
monitored "through technical Intel - 
■ ligence collection," and stated that 
: the Soviets could have been aided m 
I learning how to do that by an article 
Assistant Secretary of State Richard 

Burt wrote in 1979, when he was a 

1 reporter for the New York Times. 

Mr. Codevilla — widely regarde 
as an expert in intelligence matters 

— said the “Chinese wall "between 

' U.S. intelligence aeencv data banks 
is sometimes breached, and infor- 
mation is exchanged when intelli- 
gence agencies learn of a specmcr 
case of threatened terrorism.. ~ 

"But the trick is discovering th . 
the case exists in the first place, Mne 
said “And for that, unless one wisxies 
to wait until the case bursts upon Vou 
in some violent way, counter- 
intelligence analysis is necessary. 

In order to conduct such analysis, 
he said, intelligence analysts must 
i compare all the data available from 
: different sources, both foreign and^ 

| "You can’t do analysis or direction 
i of any problem unless you have a 
i sound common data base, ne said, 
l "There is nothing wrong with having 
: 20 agencies involved, so long as allpf 
j them are working from the same; 
1 deck and with some sort of centra> 
direction. In fact, there is none oD 

1 tn He gave' the hypothetical example 
of a U.S. citizen who might travel to 
■ Mexico to engage in planning terror- 
i 1st activities. Because of lega. con- 


straints on domestic intelligence- 
gathering agencies, the FBI mig 
not have been able to open an ,mes 
ligation into the person. Likewise 

the Central Intelligence Agency 
might have no reason to connect the 
trip to terrorist activity As a result, 

nT^dfic -case" be opened 

•■TWO sets of activities - here m 
the United States and in Mexico City 
_ by this one individual, if pot mdi- 

cate the existence of a case, he said i 

“But the case won't be noticed 
because it is not possible for the two 

[agencies] to get together. • 

Mr. Codevilla said he would not 
recommend merging the two agen- 

' ^"What is needed is. one place 
where all of the data from all of the 
agencies can be looked at from the 

perspective of counter-intelligence 
J , counter-terrorism,’ he said. 

: "But itlsn’tTone, for bureaueraiic 
r T.di.bthe»seofjs S lblad,»v 

AB°enCT inteUipence patberinc as ™ 

example of a situation in which 'be 
i intelligence bureaucracy has been 
reluctant to closely examine its own 

' PI- "TheNSA has invested billions in 

cpjpmersandsia^bdansdu, 

ing equipment, he said. • 
happens that the other side knows a 

SS-TJffSSSSSS' 

I t0 Super-secret NSAiaknown^ 

: sent over telephone hues, and rad 
i and satellite transmissions. 


“If there were a center of analysis 
independent of NSA that examined 
the validity of NSA sources, the wis- 
V* >b»se bilhons 

would be bbbd'one^ funher 

wouWbfcast into doubt and reput^ 

Hons might suffer,” he .said. The 
point is that NSA wants very much 
to keep NSA sources evaluated dj 

T“ r P “£i' s .hecasew,.b^l«:ber 

security, it’s a question of bureau 
• Cr lie suggested that there should be 

a central point of review for eva - 
j ■ nation of intelligence-agency oper 
| auons, staffed by people "who look 

j St -‘They ought to be independent in 

iSTunS'SaToememJill 

: depend upon the goodwill of thepecr 
pi? whose judgment they are call 

^aborlS on his suggestion that 
‘ the Soviets could be deliberately 
feeding data to NSA, Mr. Codevilla 

SSTseries of events couM have 

civen an opening to the Soviets. 

JSS 7-5.” Ss? 

"The Soviets, having this 

knowledge had good reason ^ 

examine where the leak cou^ ^ 

would have' asked themselves h^ 
i could these conversations h 
S intercepted^ ^ 
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